The Rectors of Crayke

This document is a chronological record of the rectors

From ? to 1317: Robert Donnelbrug
	A pluralist, who by 1315 also held in addition to Crayke: the Prebendary of churches at Warplesdene (Warplesdon) by Windsor; of Bydyndonue (Biddenham) Kent; and Letchworthe, Herts (Prebendary means receiving a stipend from).

From 1363 to ?: John of Bridelington

From ? to ?: John South

From 1544 to ?: William Tailor. Resigned

From? To ?: Rob Buthell

From 1575 to 1581: Jacobus Shawe

From 1581 to 1608: Geo. Gibson

From 1608 to 1610: Richard Foster

From 1610 to 1614: Emanuel Barnes DD

From 1614 to 1616: Will James. 	- to Washington

From 1616 to 1621: Geo. Barker

From 1621 to 1625: Gualterus Holmes AB 	Resigned

From 1625 to (rector still in 1642): Jacobus Williamson AM

From 1653 to 1662: Wm Grayson. Sigrid Register admitting “John Afaus (Adams) as priest of Crayke. In 1663 John Afaus, priest wrote in large letters via the church register “the damnable heresy lately sprung up called ‘The Quakers’, and said they would not be entered in the church registers.

From 1662 to ?: Johannes Hume AM on 16 Dec.

From 1665 to 1688: Lucas (Luke) Mawbarne AM 5 Dec. Unable to reconcile it to his conscience to take the oath to William and Mary, resigned and became a non-juror.

From 1691 to 1735: John Turner. Born in Crayke 1659, destined to be rector for many years (45 years). Instituted Feb 18, 1991. Appears to have had some disagreement with the Bishop of Durham, and removed – but was reinstated on 18 July 1716 “By mandate of Nathaniel, Lord Bishop of Durham to Rev. Robert Brook, Archdeacon of Durham, that John Turner was again peaceable. Died Mar 1735.

From 1735 to 1767: Alexander Jephson – Instated 19 May 1935 as a curate of Daghenham; had published a book “The reality and authority of our Blessed Saviour’s miracles defended”. At Crayke he published two more works, “A discourse concerning the religious observances of the Lord’s Day” (1738) and “The certainty and importance of a future judgement” (1742). In 1746 Jephson married Prudence Elmer. Died July 1767 (32 years rector). Buried near church tower, 15 July 1767. The inscription on his tomb warned passers by to keep Holy the Sabbath Day. Left a legacy to the church. Curate 1743 – Rev Thomas Denison.

From 1768 to 1799: Thomas Bowman MA – instituted. Born 1724, married Dinah, daughter of John Wilson. Children – John Watson Bowman (1764), Thos Bowman (1766), and at Crayke – Cornelius (1775), Robert (1777) and Hannah Diana (1780). Legend that his brother John Bowman (Crayke Hall) bribed the dying Rector’s housekeeper to light a candle in a window when Jepsham was dead. By horses rested in stages to Durham claimed the Rectorship for his brother. Thomas Bowman remained as vicar of Hessle, Hull as well. His son, Rev John Watson, aged 24, became curate 1788. Rev Thomas Bowman inherited Crayke Hall in 1799 on the death of his brother. Resigned Rectorship. Died Hessle, 1803, aged 78 years.

1799 to 1805: Robert Gray MA – Instituted 13 Apr. 1799; a future Bishop of Bristol. Resigned the living June 1805. In 1803 the curate, John Watson Bowman resigned on inheriting Crayke Hall. New curate Rev James W Kilmer.

1805 to 1835: Powell Colchester Guise MA. Instituted 21 Sept. 1805. The curate Rev James W Killmer succeeded by Rev Edward Gibson in 1806. The Rector died in May 1835. A new curate, Rev Wm Dixon FAS in 1823.

From 1835 to 1874: Edward Churton MA. Instituted 28 Aug 1835. Educated Charterhouse and Christchurch, Oxford 1818 – BA 1821, MA 1824; became a Master at Charterhouse, in 1831 became Curate to Archdeacon Watson, Rector of Hackney. Married Rector’s daughter Caroline. 1834 became Rector of Monks Eleigh in Suffolk, 1835 became Rector of Crayke; ca 1847 also became Archdeacon of Cleveland in which Crayke had been transferred to the Diocese of York from Durham in 1837. He was a notable theologian, scholar and writer. He died on 4 July 1874.

From a fellowship at Worcester College, William Inge came as Tutor to Archdeacon Churton’s nephew and then to his sons. Inge took holy orders in 1854 and became Curate of Crayke in 1854, and married the Rector’s daughter, Susan Mary. Their son William Ralp Inge was born in 1860. They lived in Crayke Cottage. They left Crayke on 1874. The boy became Dean of St Paul’s.

From 1874: Morris Edgar Scanbrough MA (Caius College, Cambridge). He visited Crayke in Oct 1874, but did not take up his appointment until January 1875. He became rural Dean of Easingwold and Domestic Chaplain to Viscount Boyne.

From 1901 to c 1920:  Arthur Wescott. Sone of the Bishop of Durham.

From 1920 to 1947: Theodore Catton MA, Corpus Christi College, Cambridge. Left the living after 27 years in Crayke.

From 1947 to 1960: William Frances Cotton MA. Instituted 6 June 1947 after many years in Rangoon, Burma and India. He was 57 years old.

From 1967 to 1978: Kenneth Edmund Nelson. Previously Vicar of Sutton and Chaplain to Shell in Aden. Owing to church discussions on Crayke living and a new Rector at first curate in charge 1967, and Rector 1968. Resigned 31 Jan 1978

From 1978 to 1982: G M  Peter Hamilton. Previously had been at Odiham, Hants; Canon at Durham. Adviser on religious broadcasting.

From 1982 to 1995: William Hugh Bates MA. Circa end June 1982. Assistant curate St Margaret’s, Horsforth, Leeds 1960-63. Tutor and Librarian St Chads, the Logical College, Durham 1963-1970, Vicar if Bishop Wilton 1970-76, Vicar of Pickering 1976-82, Rector of Crayke from 1982.




Footnote: 
The recumbent stone figures in St. Cuthbert’s Church, Crayke, according to (l’evange)?, are Sir John Gibson of Welburn (1575-1613) and his first wife, Margaret.They are of stone and of the late 16th Century. Perhaps related to the Rector George Gibson (1581-1608). Sir John was a Judge of the Ecclesiastical Court, York. May have resided at Crayke Castle or Wyndham Hall (The Manor) as a lessor between 1580 and 1621. His first wife was Margaret Woodhall who died between 1584 and 1590. His second wife Anne was the daughter of Sir John Allett, Lord Mayor of London – died in 1621 and was buried at Crayke. Their eldest son John was born at Crayke on 20 Jan 1606.
The recumbent figures were probably erected in Sir John’s lifetime. Some years later he was buried in Kirkdale (Ref Hutchinson’s History of Durham, 1794).
The figures had been in or by the North wall of St Cuthbert’s. On29 June 1863 the foundation stone of the new North aisle was laid, completed in 1863. The figures were 
Moved across the church, at one time buried under the floor.
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Current Rector: Rev Liz Hassall (since Jan 2013)
